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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )[X] Responsive to communication(s) filed on 31 July 2003 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)E3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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Application Papers 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1. Claim 14 is objected to because of the following informalities: The limitation reads 
"according to s at least. . .". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the, rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another tiled in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Gygi et al. U.S. 
Patent Application Publication US2003/0 1 96 1 49. 

As per claim 1, Gygi teaches a method for verifying operation of an initiator in bus 
architecture, comprising receiving a selected characteristic for testing flf 0018); controlling a 
behavior of a target according to said selected characteristic fl[ 0026); and validating operation of 
an initiator, whereby a response of said initiator to said behavior of said target is monitored to 
ensure proper initiator operation (^| 0018, 0028). 
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As per claim 2, Gygi teaches the method as claimed in claim 1, wherein said receiving of 
said selected characteristic for testing is part of a full domain testing scheme whereby a receipt of 
said selected characteristic is a single test of said full domain testing scheme (f0018, wherein, 
full domain is interpreted as both initiator and target testing). 

As per claim 3, Gygi teaches the method as claimed in claim 1, wherein controlling said 
behavior of said target includes delivering an executing request to said target, said execution 
request including a vendor unique command flf 0018). 

As per claim 4, Gygi teaches the method as claimed in claim 3, wherein said vendor unique 
command relates to said selected characteristic for testing fl[ 0026). 

As per claim 5, Gygi teaches the method as claimed in claim 4, wherein said behavior of 
said target is controlled by the execution of the execution request by said target fl[ 0026). 

As per claim 6, Gygi teaches the method as claimed in claim 1, further comprising 
validating operation by monitoring a second response of said target to said response of said 
target initiator fl[ 00340035, wherein, the target responds to the response to the of the initiator). 

As per claim 7, Gygi teaches the method as claimed in claim 1, wherein said selected 
characteristic for testing is at least one of XFER-READY data request size, disconnect 
boundaries, failure status packets, data overrun injection, data underrun injection, CRC error 
injection, protocol violations, varying simulated spin up times and scatter gather list variation 
for data flf 0006). 

As per claim 8, Gygi teaches a system for verifying operation of an initiator in a bus 
architecture, comprising: means for receiving a selected characteristic for testing means for 
controlling a behavior of a target according to said selected characteristic; and means for 
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validating operation of an initiator, whereby a response of said initiator to said behavior of 
said target is monitored to ensure proper initiator operation fl| 0018, 0026, 0028). 

As per claim 9, Gygi teaches the system as claimed in claim 8, wherein said selected 
characteristic for testing is part of a full domain testing scheme whereby a receipt of said 
selected characteristic is a single test of said full domain testing scheme fl| 001 8). 

As per claim 10, Gygi teaches the system as claimed in claim 8, wherein said means for 
controlling said behavior of said target includes means for delivering an executing request to said 
target, said execution request including a vendor unique command fl|001 8). 

As per claim 1 1, Gygi teaches the system as claimed in claim 10, wherein said 
vendor unique command relates to said selected characteristic for testing (^f 001 8). 

As per claim 12, Gygi teaches the system as claimed in claim 8, further comprising 
means for validating operation of said target by monitoring a second response of said target to 
said response of said initiator flj 0034-0035). 

As per claim 13, Gygi teaches the system as claimed in claim 8, wherein said 
selected characteristic for testing is at least one of XFER-READY data request size, 
disconnect boundaries, failure status packets, data overrun injection, data underrun 
injection, CRC error injection, protocol violations, varying simulated spin up times and 
scatter gather list variation for data fl[ 0006). 

As per claim 14, Gygi teaches the system as claimed in claim 8, wherein said bus 
architecture operates according to s at least one of the following protocols: SCSI, SAS and Fibre 
Channel fl|0001). 
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As per claim 1 5, Gygi teaches a method for verifying operation of an initiator in a bus 
architecture, comprising: receiving a selected characteristic for testing; delivering an execution 
request to said target, said execution request including a vendor unique command; executing 
of said execution request by said target; and validating operation of an initiator, whereby a 
response of said initiator to a behavior exhibited by said target is monitored to ensure proper 
initiator operation fl| 001 8, 0026, 0028). 

As per claim 16, Gygi teaches the method as claimed in claim 15, wherein said receiving 
of said selected characteristic for testing is part of a full domain testing scheme whereby a receipt 
of said selected characteristic is a single test of said full domain testing scheme flf 001 8). 

As per claim 17, Gygi teaches the method as claimed in claim 15, wherein said behavior 
of said target is controlled by the execution of the execution request by said target fl| 0026). 

As per claim 1 8, Gygi teaches the method as claimed in claim 15, further comprising 
validating operation of said target by monitoring a second response of said target to said 
response of said initiator fl| 0034-0035). 

As per claim 1 9, Gygi teaches the method as claimed in claim 15, wherein said 
desired characteristic for testing is at least one of XFER-READY data request size, 
disconnect boundaries, failure status packets, data overrun injection, data underrun 
injection, CRC error injection, protocol violations, varying simulated spin up times and 
scatter gather list variation for data fl| 0006). 

As per claim 20, Gygi teaches the method as claimed in claim 15, wherein said bus 
architecture operates according to at least one of the following protocols: SCSI, SAS and Fibre 
Channel (f 0001). 
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The applied reference has a common assignee with the instant application. Based upon 
the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it constitutes prior art under 35 U.S.C. 
102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) might be overcome either by a showing under 37 
CFR 1.132 that any invention disclosed but not claimed in the reference was derived from the 
inventor of this application and is thus not the invention "by another," or by an appropriate 
showing under 37 CFR 1.131. 



Conclusion 

2. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure: See attached PTO-892. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher S. McCarthy whose telephone number is (571)272- 
365 1 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 9 - 5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Beausoliel can be reached on (571)272-3645. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Christopher S. McCarthy 

Examiner 

Art Unit 21 13 



